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Abstract

The current research was conducted with the purpose of content analysis of the barriers to
entrepreneurship ecosystem growth in the context of agricultural higher education system. This
study was led with an inductive approach using a qualitative content analysis method. Based on
purposive sampling, startup activists were analyzed in two sections of private and public sector.
The MAXQDAI12 software was used to manage and analyze data. These units were categorized
according to their common themes. Finally, based on their correlations, the categories were put
into separate classifications called “themes”. According to the findings, the subcomponents of
“improper role of government in building ecosystem” and “inefficient leadership” from the
component of political barriers; the subcomponents of “cultural problems”, “lack of
multidimensional and systemic thinking” and “imitation the world's successful ecosystems”
from the component of cultural barriers; the subcomponent of “poor performance of
professional institutions supporting entrepreneurship” from the component of supportive
barriers; the subcomponents of “improper market atmosphere”, “improper economic condition”
and “lack of ecosystem interaction” from the component of market barriers; the subcomponents
of “distance between the country's universities and reaching the entrepreneurial university” and
“lack of skilled manpower” from the component of human barriers and the subcomponents of
“problem of capital and investment” and “excessive reliance on government funding” were
found to be of the highest level of importance. Moreover, the components of human barriers
was found to have the first priority in preventing the entrepreneurship ecosystem growth.
Therefore, it is suggested that universities and agricultural higher education centers provide the
necessary skill training in the fields of entrepreneurship and startup businesses for agricultural
students.

Keywords: Content Analysis, Barriers, Entrepreneurship Ecosystem, Isenberg’ Model,
Agricultural Higher Education .
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