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Abstract 
 

Organic farming has become increasingly popular in the world. This is mostly attributed to 
escalating consumer concerns over the impacts of pesticides and chemical fertilizers on human 
health as well as growing concerns over environmental pollution derived from modern 
agricultural practices, such as rising greenhouse gas emissions and water contaminations. But 
does organic farming actually displace the environmental impacts commonly associated with 
conventional agriculture? In this article, we analysed the recent results of environmental impacts 
from organic farming. The aim was to fill the gap in assessing organic farming’s relationship to 
climate change and evaluating sustainability of this system with a minimal energy and 
environmental damage over time. Despite the efforts of recent years, there is still considerable 
room for the environmental optimisation of organic farming systems. The lower, similar or 
higher impacts of organic farming, depended on crop types, site effects and differences in 
management intensity. The conclusions here are exploratory and act as a call to action to natural 
scientists to further explore how organic farming functions. Feeding the growing world 
population under conditions of restricted land for agricultural cultivation, restricted natural 
resources and changing climate demands new and innovative solutions. These solutions require 
the agricultural community, to address agricultural systems from a perspective of increasing the 
productivity per area with lower external inputs and enhancing resource use efficiency without 
negative effects on crop yield and system sustainability.  
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Introduction 
 

Contemporary research sugggests that humanity is over-exploiting the environment, 
driving global climate change, eutrophicantion, degradation of ecosystems and 
biodiversity loss (Rockstrom et al., 2009). The diversity of farmed crops is declining, 
the resilience of agroecosystems to ahthropogenic perturbations is eroding and the 
environmental degradation from agriculture is widespread (Norberg and Cumming, 
2008; Rabotyagov et al., 2014). At the same time, the world’s human population is 
projected to grow from 7.2 billlion people to 9.6 billion by 2050 (UN special report, 
2012). As a consequence, organic and low-input systems use of mechanical and 
biological methods in enhancing resource use efficiency without negative effects on 
crop quality and system sustainability have been developed as safer alternatives (Wise, 
2013; Hatfield and Walthall, 2015).   
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Since as early as the 1940s organic farming has been an alternative to the 
industrialized methods used in mainstream agriculture, promoting agricultural practices 
that are more in line with natural ecology, less intensive on soil and more humane 
toward animals (Guthman, 2004). Organic farming is a form of agriculture that relies on 
techniques such as crop rotation, compost and biological pest control to maintain soil 
productivity and control pests, which avoids the use of synthetic fertilizers and 
pesticides (Maeder et al., 2002; Helander and Delin, 2004; Jørgensen et al., 2005). 
FAO/WHO (1999) defines organic farming as a holistic production management system 
which promotes and enhances agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological 
cycles and soil biological activity. FAO promotes organic farming as an alternative 
approach that maximizes the performance of renewable resources and optimizes nutrient 
and energy flows in agroecosystems. Therefore, organic farming is considered a 
promising solution for reducing environmental burdens related to intensive agricultural 
management practices (Nemecek et al., 2011) and is gaining interest worldwide due  
to its environmental benefits compared to conventional, intensive agriculture (Sandhu  
et al., 2010; Maeder et al., 2002).  

The attendant benefits of organic farming, such as the positive effects on soil 
fertility, biodiversity maintenance and protection of the natural resources of soil, water 
and air have been extensively investigated (Eriksen et al., 1999; O’Brien and 
Leichenko, 2000; Montemurro et al., 2004; Moller, 2009). Farmers are now 
continuously requested to increase crop yields while at the same time preserving the 
environment by reducing the dependency of agriculture on external, non-renewable 
fossil energy and reducing the emission of greenhouse gases (Bailey et al., 2003; 
Bechini and Castoldi, 2009). Sustainable practices must be understood as an additional 
driver of environmental impacts, but only insofar as they relate to environmental 
impacts themselves. However, there is no comprehensive evaluation on the comparison 
of organic and conventional production in energy flow (renewable and not renewable) 
along with gas emissions. Both are very important issues for sustaining the equilibrium 
of the environment.  

In this article, we addressed recent advances in organic farming from the aspects of 
energy use and greenhouse gas emmision with an aim to fill the gap in assessing organic 
farming’s relationship to climate change and evaluating sustainability of this system 
with a minimal energy and environmental damage over time.  
 
Energy balance and uses  
 

Energy balances for agricultural systems have been studied since the 1970s (Pimentel 
et al., 1973; Berardi, 1978). Energy inputs and outputs are important factors affecting 
the energy efficiency and environmental impact of crop production, which provide an 
important view of the agriculture as a user and producer of energy (Risoud, 2000).  

The energy efficiency of a productive system can be measured as net energy, energy 
output/input or energy productivity. Net energy increases as long as the energy output 
per unit energy input increases (Rathke et al., 2007). It should be maximum when the 
availability of arable land is the limiting factor for plant production (Hulsbergen et al., 
2001) or when the land is used to produce renewable energy (Kuemmel et al., 1998). 
The review by Zentner et al. (1998) indicates that the ‘net energy produced’ is a more 
desirable measure of energy efficiency than the output/input ratio since the absolute 
quantities of energy to calculate net energy are stated. This variable can therefore be 
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used to determine the optimum intensity of land and crop management from an 
ecological point of view (Hulsbergen et al., 2001) and is considered more appropriate 
for the comparison of alternating crop production systems since it does not depend on 
the calorific content of the product (Hernanz et al., 1995).  

The efficiency of energy use can be increased by reducing inputs such as fertilizer 
and tillage operations, or by increasing outputs such as crop yields (Swanton et al., 
1996). In some cases, a reduction in energy inputs entails a proportional reduction in 
crop yield. In such cases energy efficiency is not significantly affected (Risoud, 2000; 
Bailey et al., 2003). In some modern, high-input farming systems, crop yields have 
improved continuously as a result of increasing inputs of agrochemicals (inputs of fossil 
energy) and the growth of more productive cultivars (Hulsbergen et al., 2001). Other 
studies report reductions in energy efficiency due to energy inputs increasing faster  
than energy outputs, the result of a growing dependency on inorganic, non-renewable 
resources (Weseen and Lindenbach, 1998; Gundogmus, 2006; Gundogmus and 
Bayramoglu, 2006). 

Dalgaard et al. (2001) proposed that a conversion to organic farming would increase 
energy efficiency of Danish agriculture. The machinery operations can use up to twice 
as much energy on organic than on conventional farms (Lotjonen, 2003). However, the 
energy efficiency of an agrarian system, varies considerably depending on farm location 
(weather, soil type), crop rotations, the use of fertilizers, etc. (Bonny, 1993; Rathke  
et al., 2007). This shows the importance of determining energy balances for all  
pedo-climatic conditions (Pacini et al., 2003).  

Zentner et al. (2004) found that net energy output showed a behaviour generally 
similar to that of energy output. The results by Moreno et al. (2011) are only partially in 
agreement with this, since the organic system produced the lowest energy outputs.   

Moreno et al. (2011) found that, the energy ratio in the organic system was 2.3 times 
higher than those seen in conventional and conservation with no tillage systems and, for 
the whole period, the organic system produced 5.36 units of energy output for every one 
unit of energy input spent, while the conservation and conventional systems returned 
2.35 units. They thus proposed that conventional or conservation (no tillage), appear to 
be little efficient regarding energy, while organic (low-input) farming would appear to 
be suited better to the environmental conditions of Mediterranean drylands, more than 
doubling the energy efficiency (output/input) of the above agrochemical systems and 
offering a sustainable production over time with a minimal energy input. These results 
were in concordance with Risoud (2000) and Klimekova and Lehocka (2007), a result 
of lower crop yields.  

However, Jørgensen et al. (2005) observed that the energy productivity of a barley 
crop was only marginally lower under organic management than under conventional 
management, since the yield and energy requirements in the former system were 
reduced in the same proportion as in the latter.   

In relation to output/input ratio and energy productivity, it is important to take into 
account that the interpretation of the results could lead to misleading conclusions when 
inputs are reduced (small denominator) but at expense of soil erosion, soil organic 
matter decrease and overall sustainability, aspects not shown in the organic (low input) 
management, as previously exposed. Alaphilippe et al. (2013) found that organic 
farming systems were generally less energy consuming compared with low-input and 
conventional systems when results are expressed per ha year, but the opposite was 
displayed, when expressed per kg year commercial fruits.   
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Efstratios et al. (2015) compared organic and conventional olive groves relative to 
energy use and found that fuel and transportation were the highest energy inputs for 
both farming systems, while, harvesting nets, machinery and labor were low. Hemmati 
et al. (2013) found that, for Iranian olive groves, chemical fertilizers had the highest 
contribution in energy inputs (63.2%) followed by electricity (20.8%). In other studies 
concerning other crops, the major energy input was either fuels or fertilization or 
electricity (Litskas et al., 2011; Zafiriou et al., 2012; Mohammadi and Omid, 2010; 
Mobtaker et al., 2012; Mousavi-Avval et al., 2012). Guzmán and Alonso (2008) stated 
that organic growing olive trees had greater non-renewable energy efficiency than the 
conventional ones. Williams (2006) analyzed the life cycle impacts of conventional and 
organic wheat, oilseed rape, potatoes and tomatoes and found that while organic used 
less energy than conventional agriculture on average, due to organic avoidance of 
synthetic nitrogen, it was offset by lower organic yields and higher energy requirements 
for field work. 

Energy return on investment (EROI), the ratio between the energy harvested from  
an energy source and the energy that went into the energy harvesting process (Murphy 
et al., 2011), has been studied to some extent (Pimentel, 2009; Johnson et al., 2007). In 
Marocco and Turkey conventional and organic sugar beet production has been shown to 
have EROIs of 4.14 and 25.75, respectively (Mrini et al., 2002; Erdal et al., 2007). 
Atlason et al. (2015) investigated the EROI of three farms that produce sugar beets and 
other products such as wheat, onions and potatoes. They showed that the conventional 
farms produced in total two to three times the amount of sugar beet than the organic 
farm but also had more productive land. However, by comparing the EROI (using 
energy allocation) per hectare, the organic farm (EROI of 0.17) performs better than 
conventional farm (EROI of 0.12). If looking at the amount of energy from only sugar 
beet against the amount of fossil fuel used, the organic farm delivers 37.7 MJ for every 
MJ used of diesel and conventional farm delivers 12.4-13.4 MJ. After allocating energy 
usage between the sugar beet production and co-products using mass allocation,  
the organic farm delivers an EROI of 13.4, while conventional farm delivers 31.5. 
However, when allocating proportionally according to energy output, the organic farm 
delivers an EROI of 11.1, while conventional farm delivers 18.35. Even though 
organically produced sugar beet showed lower EROI than conventionally grown, there 
might be a possibility to reach such goals using organically grown sugar beet, greatly 
avoiding the use of fossil fuels in a portion of the production chain.   

York (2012) found that the increased presence of non-fossil energy sources, such as 
hydro and wind power, only minutely displaced fossil fuel use on a global level. He 
concludes that ‘‘the shift away from fossil fuel does not happen inevitably with the 
expansion of non-fossil-fuel sources, or at least in the political and economic contexts 
that have been dominant over the past 50 years around the world’’. It is inevitable, that 
in the near future, finite natural resources such as fossil fuels will reach that point 
(Guilford et al., 2011). Therefore, for society to maintain agricultural growth and to 
power its industrial processes, it is essential to have access to high EROI resources.   
 
Carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas emissions 
 

Global warming potential, expressed in kg CO2-equivalent including carbon dioxide, 
methane and nitrous oxides in the air compartment at a global scale, stemed from the 
use of energy resources and nitrogen fertilizers (IPCC, 2014). Organic farming, having 
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low inputs, may contribute in diminishing energy inputs through the production of 
energy-smart food (Guzmán and Alonso, 2008; Michos et al., 2012; Ghorbani et al., 
2011) and conduces to climate protection, to environmental problems reduction, such as 
greenhouse gas emissions and to natural resources degradation restriction (Litskas et al., 
2011; Zafiriou et al., 2012; Bundschuh et al., 2014; Alonso and Guzmán, 2010).  

Organic farming practices have been found to lead to carbon sequestration (Soil 
Association 2012; Govaerts et al., 2009), a process by which atmospheric carbon 
dioxide is absorbed by plants through photosynthesis and stored as carbon in biomass 
and soils (FOA, 2011). Additionally, organic farming has been found to have larger 
sinks for carbon dioxide in soil compared to conventional agriculture due to its higher 
rates of biomass levels and lower rates of soil respiration (OECD, 2003). In an analysis 
of 68 case studies that dealt with carbon sequestration under conventional and organic 
farming, Leifeld and Fuhrer (2010) concluded it was premature to assert that organic 
farming yielded higher benefits in this specific area. Furthermore, the authors found  
that the advantages of organic farming were largely determined by disproportional 
application of organic fertilizer compared to conventional farming.  

Perennial crops under organic management exhibit higher soil carbon sequestration 
than annual crops (Kramer et al., 2006; Macrae et al., 2010), but the importance of this 
phenomenon to mitigate this impact category is still highly discussed among the 
research community and requires more knowledge (Powlson et al., 2011). Alaphilippe 
et al. (2013) found that soil carbon content remained constant in both organic and 
conventional system over the 4 years of the study. Such missing information raises 
scientific questions to answer these specific needs and might also open potential 
optimization of the production systems, through work on these gaps of knowledge. 

Casey and Holden (2006) found organic Irish suckler-beef production had lower 
emissions of greenhouse gases than conventional production per area and per product 
unit. Organic apples had a lower global warming potential (Milài Canals et al., 2001), 
while various other products showed higher emissions per product unit (Williams et al., 
2006). A clear difference in favour of organic farming was often found for the impact 
categories ecotoxicity and human toxicity (Mattsson and Wallén, 2003; Nicoletti et al., 
2001), which is explained by the ban of synthetic pesticides in organic farming.   

Proietti et al. (2014) studying the carbon foot print of an Italian intensive olive  
grove found that the annual average value for the first 11 years of CO2-equivalent 
emissions was 1.507 Mg ha-1, having the highest value during the first year due to  
the many mechanized operations and fertilization. Robaina-Alves and Moutinho (2014) 
stated that the use of N per cultivated area (i.e. fertilizers) was an important factor to  
gas emissions increasement, while a decreasement was observed when labor 
productivity increased. Thus, the implementation of best management farming practices 
using renewable energy inputs which lead to lower gas emissions could be used  
as a protection aid for sensitive areas (Liu et al., 2010a; Kavargiris et al., 2009; Liu  
et al., 2010b).  

Many field trials worldwide show that organic fertilization compared to mineral 
fertilization is increasing soil organic carbon and thus, sequestering large amounts of 
CO2 from the atmosphere to the soil. Lower greenhouse gas emissions for crop 
production and enhanced carbon sequestration, coupled with additional benefits of 
biodiversity and other environmental services, makes organic farming a method with 
many advantages and considerable potential for mitigating and adopting to climate 
change (FOA, 2011).   
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McGee (2015) found that rises in certified organic farmland 2000–2008 are 
correlated positively with greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural production, 
suggesting that certified organic farming is currently working to increase emissions of 
greenhouse gases. These results align with the sentiment of Venkat (2012), who argue 
that organic farming practices applied at the scale of conventional agricultural 
production emit more greenhouse gas than conventional farming due to its lower yields 
and its reliance on machinery to maintain crops. Similarly, Lefeild and Fuhrer’s (2010) 
caution against claims that assume organic farming is a ‘‘more sustainable’’ form of 
agricultural production in regards to climate change because a link has yet to be 
established between organic farming and its higher levels carbon sequestration.  

Recent analyses have also looked comparatively at organic and conventional 
agricultures’ relationship to climate change through life cycle analysis (LCA). LCA, 
also named cradle-to-grave analysis, allows an objective and general comparison of the 
analyzed systems (Milài Canals et al., 2006; Mouron et al., 2006) and is suitable for 
comparing production systems (Haas et al., 2001). Williams (2006) found that organic 
tomatoes emitted 30% more greenhouse gases than conventional agriculture mainly as a 
result of lower yields. Similarly, Pelletier et al. (2010) studied a hypothetical national 
transition from conventional to organic production of canola, corn, soy and wheat in 
Canada. They found that organic production would generate 23% lower greenhouse gas 
emissions than conventional production, without considering soil carbon sequestration. 
This difference was almost entirely related to the production of synthetic nitrogen 
fertilizers for conventional farming. In an analysis of the life cycle patterns of 12 
conventional and organic crops in California, Venkat (2012) found that greenhouse gas 
emissions from organic production were on average 10.6% higher (excluding walnuts as 
an outlier) than conventional production. They cited lower yields and higher on-farm 
energy use in organic farming, the production and delivery of large quantities of 
compost in some organic systems and the fact that emissions from the manufacture of 
synthetic fertilizers and pesticides used in conventional farming are not large enough to 
offset the additional emissions in organic farming as reasons for this phenomenon.   

Though some analyses above point to organic farming being associated with higher 
levels of greenhouse gas emissions, the global consensus still recognizes organic 
farming as a way of reducing anthropogenic climate change. This can be seen in the 
following statement by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO, 1999): The emissions in conventional production systems are always higher than 
those of organic systems, based on production area. Soil emissions of nitrous oxides and 
methane from arable or pasture use of dried peat lands can be avoided by organic 
management practices.   

The question of whether or not organic agriculture is suppressing greenhouse gas 
emissions is tangled within a broader question of environmental sustainability and 
suggested that certain forms of sustainable production are not necessarily reductive to 
more environmentally hazardous ones (McGee, 2015). Therefore, the task at hand for 
ecological scientists is to further understand specific organic practices’ and their 
relationship to greenhouse gas emissions, as well as other forms of environmental 
degradation, in the hopes of identifying the most essential practices for sustainable 
organic production.   
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Conclusions 
 

The sustainability in production systems requires knowledge of energy use in 
agriculture. Environmental and energy analysis of a production system could be 
combined to lead to the best management practices needed to be applied (Michos et al., 
2012; Kaltsas et al., 2007; Kizilaslan, 2009; Djomo et al., 2013; Astier et al., 2014). 
Introducing the use of renewable energy inputs and leading to lower gas emissions 
could be used as a tool for sensitive areas to apply best organic farming practices. 
Additionally, they support a mechanism to quantify improvements (balance between 
environment and agriculture) that may influence energy inputs leading to more efficient 
production techniques.  

Organic farming systems can probably contribute in reducing production costs, 
increasing energy efficiency, but are limited in reducing particular forms of 
environmental degradation, which is in general either lower or superior in 
environmental terms. Whether organic farming is really more environmentally friendly 
than integrated production requires a differentiated analysis and depends on the 
following factors: (i) level of analysis (single crop, crop rotation or whole farm),  
(ii) considered function of the system and (iii) considered environmental impact 
(Nemecek et al., 2011). The main strengths lie in better resource conservation, since the 
farm relies mainly on internal resources and limits the input of external auxiliary 
materials. According to Pimentel (2009), there is not substantial dissonance between 
definitions among authors and organisations involved in organic farming. Thus, it 
cannot be said that the concept of organic farming is fully consolidated. There are 
several perspectives that offer different insights, may vary over time and are, not 
reconcilable. The core values of organic farming, as they are described in the IFOAM 
(2010), specifically the four principles of health, ecology, fairness and care. It relies on 
ecological processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted to local conditions, rather than the 
use of inputs with adverse effects. Therefore, the challenge remains to understand how 
organic farming can grow, incorporate new actors and technologies and integrate global 
markets without losing internal coherence and without deeply departing from these core 
values. Improving eco-efficiency of organic farming needs to focus mainly on the 
outputs, i.e. higher yields of good quality should be achieved with the available 
(limited) resources, while care must be taken to keep a good balance of different 
management interventions and not to focus only on single measures. The study showed 
that despite the efforts of recent years there is still considerable potential for the 
environmental optimisation of organic farming systems. The conclusions here are 
exploratory and act as a call to action to natural scientists to further explore how organic 
farming functions.  
 
Acknowledgment 
 

The work presented in this paper was partially funded by grants from Ministry of 
Science and Technology of China (2014BAD11B01-A01) and Grand Project of 
Heilongjiang Provincial Government, China (GA14B101-A01).   
 
 



92 X.B. Liu & S.Y. Gu / International Journal of Plant Production (2016) 10(1): 85-96 

 

References  
 
Alaphilippe, A., Simon, S., Brun, L., Hayer, F., Gaillard, G., 2013. Life cycle analysis reveals higher 

agroecological benefits of organic and low-input apple production Agron. Sustain. Dev. 33, 581-592.  
Alonso, A.M., Guzmán, G.J., 2010. Comparison of the efficiency and use of energy in organic and 

conventional farming in Spanish agricultural systems. J. Sustain. Agr. 34, 312-338. 
Astier, M., Merlín-Uribe, Y., Villamil-Echeverri, L., Garciarreal, A., Gavito, M.E., Masera, O.R., 2014. 

Energy balance and greenhouse gas emissions in organic and conventional avocado orchards in 
Mexico. Ecol. Indic. 43, 281-287. 

Atlason, R.S., Lehtinen, T., Daviðsdottir, B., Gisladottir, G., Brocza, F., Unnþorsson, R., Ragnarsdottir, 
K.V., 2015. Energy return on investment of Austrian sugar beet: A small-scale comparison between 
organic and conventional production. Biomass and bioenergy. 75, 267-271. 

Bailey, A.P., Basford, W.D., Penlington, N., Park, J.R., Keatinge, J.D.H., Rehman, T., Tranter, R.B., 
Yates, C.M., 2003. A comparison of energy use in conventional and integrated arable farming systems 
in the UK. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 97, 241-253.  

Bechini, L., Castoldi, N., 2009. On-farm monitoring of economic and environmental performances  
of cropping systems: results of a 2-year study at the field scales in northern Italy. Ecol. Indicators.  
9, 1096-1113. 

Berardi, G.M., 1978. Organic and conventional wheat production. In: Pimentel, D. (Ed.), Handbook of 
Energy Utilization in Agriculture. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, USA. 109-116. 

Bonny, S., 1993. Is agriculture using more and more energy? A French case study. Agric. Syst. 43, 51-66. 
Bundschuh, J., Chen, G., Yusaf, T., Chen, S., Yan, J., 2014. Sustainable energy and climate protection 

solutions in agriculture. Appl. Energy. 114, 735-736.  
Casey, J.W., Holden, N.M., 2006. Greenhouse gas emissions from conventional, agrienvironmental 

scheme and organic Irish suckler-beef units. J. Environ. Qual. 35, 231-239. 
Dalgaard, T., Halberg, N., Porter, J.R., 2001. A model of fossil energy use in Danish agriculture used to 

compare organic and conventional farming. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 87, 51-65. 
Djomo, S.N., Kasmioui, El O., De Groote, T., Broeckx, L.S., Verlinden, M.S., Berhongaray, G., 2013. 

Energy and climate benefits of bioelectricity from low-input short rotation woody crops on 
agricultural land over a two-year rotation. Appl. Energy. 111, 862-870. 

Efstratios, T.T., Menexes, G.C., Mamolos, A.P., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Anagnostopoulos, C.D., Kalburtji, 
K.L., 2015. Comparing organic and conventional olive groves relative to energy use and greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with the cultivation of two varieties, Appl. Energy. 149, 117-124. 

Erdal, G., Esengun, K., Erdal, H., Gunduz, O., 2007. Energy use and economical analysis of sugar beet 
production in Tokat province of Turkey. Energy. 32 (1), 35-41. 

Eriksen, G.N., Coale, F.J., Bollero, G.A., 1999. Soil nitrogen dynamics and maize production in 
municipal solid waste amended soil. Agron. J. 91, 1009-1016. 

FAO/WHO, 1999. Guidelines for the production, processing, labeling and marketing of organically 
produced foods. Codex Alimentarius Commission.  

FOA, 2011. Organic agriculture and climate change. http://www.fao.org/organicag/oa-specialfeatures/en/. 
Accessed April 5, 2013. 

Ghorbani, R., Mondani, F., Amirmoradi, S., Feizi, H., Khorramdel, S., Teimouri, M., 2011. A case study 
of energy use and economical analysis of irrigated and dryland wheat production systems. Appl. 
Energy, 88, 283-288.  

Govaerts, B., Verhulst, N., Castellanos-Navarrete, A., Sayre, K.D., Dixon, J., Dendooven, L., 2009. 
Conservation agriculture and soil carbon sequestration: Between myth and farmer reality. Critical 
Reviews in Plant Sciences. 28 (3), 97-122. 

Guilford, M.C., Hall, C.A., OiConnor, P., Cleveland, C.J., 2011. A new long term assessment of  
energy return on investment (EROI) for US oil and gas discovery and production. Sustainability.  
3 (10), 1866-1887. 

Gundogmus, E., 2006. Energy use on organic farming: a comparative analysis on organic  
versus conventional apricot production on small holdings in Turkey. Energy Convers. Manage.  
47, 3351-3359. 

Gundogmus, E., Bayramoglu, E., 2006. Energy input use on organic farming: a comparative analysis on 
organic versus conventional farms in Turkey. J. Agron. 5 (1), 16-22.  

Guthman, J., 2004. Agrarian dreams: The paradox of organic farming in California. Berkeley: University 
of California Press.  



X.B. Liu & S.Y. Gu / International Journal of Plant Production (2016) 10(1): 85-96 93 

 

Guzmán, G.I., Alonso, A.M., 2008. A comparison of energy use in conventional and organic olive oil 
production in Spain. Agr. Syst. 98, 167-176. 

Haas, G., Wetterich, F., Kopke, U., 2001. Comparing intensive, extensified and organic grassland farming 
in southern Germany by process life cycle assessment. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 83 (1-2), 43-53. 
doi:10.1016/S0167-8809(00)00160-2. 

Hatfield, J.L., Walthall, C.L., 2015. Soil biological fertility: foundation for the next revolution in 
agriculture? Communications in Soil Science and Plant Analysis. 46, 753-762.  

Helander, C.A., Delin, K., 2004. Evaluation of farming systems according to valuation indices developed 
within a European network on integrated and ecological arable farming systems. Eur. J. Agron.  
21, 53-67. 

Hemmati, A., Tabatabaeefar, A., Rajabipour, A., 2013. Comparison of energy flow and economic 
performance between flat land and sloping land olive orchards. Energy. 61, 472-478. 

Hernanz, J.L., Giron, V.S., Cerisola, C., 1995. Long-term energy use and economic evaluation of three 
tillage systems for cereal and legume production in central Spain. Soil Till. Res. 35, 183-198. 

Hulsbergen, K.J., Feil, B., Biermann, S., Rathke, G.W., Kalk, W.D., Diepenbrock, W., 2001. A method of 
energy balancing in crop production and its application in a long-term fertilizer trial. Agric. Ecosyst. 
Environ. 86, 303-321. 

IFOAM, 2005. Principles of Organic Agriculture. IFOAM – International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements, Bonn, p. 4. Available from: <http:// www.ifoam.org/> (accessed 12.02.14.). 

IPCC, Climate Change 2014: Mitigation of Climate Change. Contribution of Working Group III to the 
Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge; 2014.  

<http://report.mitigation2014.org/drafts/final-draft-postplenary/ipcc_wg3_ar5_final-draft_postplenary_ 
chapter11.pdf> [accessed 08.01.15].  

Johnson, J.M.F., Franzluebbers, A.J., Weyers, S.L., Reicosky, D.C., 2007. Agricultural opportunities to 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. Environ. Pollut. 150 (1), 107-124. 

Jørgensen, U., Dalgaard, T., Kristensen, E.S., 2005. Biomass energy in organic farming-the potential role 
of short rotation coppice. Biom. Biom. 28, 237-248.  

Kaltsas, A.M., Mamolos, A.P., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Nanos, G.D., Kalburtji, K.L., 2007. Energy budget in 
organic and conventional olive groves. Agr. Ecosyst. Environ. 122, 243-251.  

Kavargiris, S.E., Mamolos, A.P., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Nikolaidou, A.E., Kalburtji, K.L., 2009. Energy 
resources’ utilization in organic and conventional vineyards: energy flow, greenhouse gas emissions 
and biofuel production. Biomass Bioenergy. 33, 1239-1250.  

Kizilaslan, H., 2009. Input–output energy analysis of cherries production in Tokat Province of Turkey. 
Appl. Energy. 86, 1354-1358.  

Klimekova, M., Lehocka, Z., 2007. Comparison of organic and conventional farming systems  
in term of energy efficiency. Wissenschaftstagung Okologischer Landbau. Available at: 
http://orgprints.org/9841.  

Kramer, J.K., Ploeger, K., van Woerden, S., Ruijs, M., 2000. Environmental and economic aspects of 
organic greenhouse vegetables in the Netherlands. In: Alfoldi, T. et al. (Eds.), 13th International 
IFOAM Scientific Conference, 28-31 August 2000, Basel. vdf Hochschulverlag. AG. 168p.  

Kramer, S.B., Reganold, J.P., Glover, J.D., Bohannan, B.J.M., Mooney, H.A., 2006. Reduced nitrate 
leaching and enhanced denitrifier activity and efficiency in organically fertilized soils. Proc Natl. 
Acad. Sci. USA. 103 (12), 4522-4527. doi:10.1073/pnas.0600359103.  

Kuemmel, B., Langer, V., Magid, J., De Neergaard, A., Porter, J.R., 1998. Energetic, economic and 
ecological balances of a combined food and energy system. Biomass Bioenerg. 15, 407-416.  

Leifeld, J., Fuhrer, J., 2010. Organic farming and soil carbon sequestration: What do we really know 
about the benefits? Ambio. 39 (8), 585-599.  

Litskas, V.D., Mamolos, A.P., Kalburtji, K.L., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Kiose-Kampasakali, E., 2011. Energy 
flow and greenhouse gas emissions in organic and conventional sweet cherry orchards located in or 
close to Natura 2000 sites. Biomass Bioenergy. 35, 1302-1310.  

Liu, Y., Langer, V., Hogh-Jensen, H., Egelyng, H., 2010a. Energy use in organic, green and conventional 
pear producing systems-cases from China. J. Sustain. Agr. 34, 630-646. 

Liu, Y., Langer, V., Hogh-Jensen, H., Egelyng, H., 2010b. Life cycle assessment of fossil energy use and 
greenhouse gas emissions in Chinese pear production. J. Clean. Prod. 18, 1423-1430. 

Lotjnen, T., 2003. Machine work and energy consumption in organic farming. Ecology and Farming,  
pp. 7-8. 

 



94 X.B. Liu & S.Y. Gu / International Journal of Plant Production (2016) 10(1): 85-96 

 

Macrae, R.J., Lynch, D., Martin, R.C., 2010. Improving energy efficiency and GHG mitigation potentials 
in Canadian organic farming systems. J. Sustain. Agric. 34 (5), 549-580.  

Maeder, P., Fliessbach, A., Dubois, D., Gunst, L., Fried, P., Niggli, U., 2002. Soil fertility and 
biodiversity in organic farming. Science. 296 (5573), 1694-1697. 

Mattsson, B., Wallén, E., 2003. Environmental life cycle assessment (LCA) of organic potatoes.  
Acta. Horticulturae. 619, 427-435.  

McGee, J.A., 2015. Does certified organic farming reduce greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural 
production? Agric Hum Values. 32, 255-263. 

Michos, M.C., Mamolos, A.P., Menexes, G.C., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Tsirakoglou, V.M., Kalburtji, K.L., 
2012. Energy inputs, outputs and greenhouse gas emissions in organic, integrated and conventional 
peach orchards. Ecol. Indic. 13, 22-28. 

Milài Canals, L., Burnip, G.M., Suckling, D.M., Cowell, S.J., 2001. Comparative LCA of apple 
production in New Zealand und two production systems. In: Geerken, T. et al. (Eds.), Proceedings of 
the International Conference on LCA in Foods, 26-27 April 2001, Gothenburg. SIK, VITO.  

Milài Canals, L., Burnip, G.M., Cowell, S.J., 2006. Evaluation of the environmental impacts of apple 
production using life cycle assessment (LCA): case study in New Zealand. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 
114 (2-4), 226-238.  

Mobtaker, H.G., Akram, A., Keyhani, A., Mohammadi, A., 2012. Optimization of energy required for 
alfalfa production using data envelopment analysis approach. Energy Sustain. Dev. 16, 242-248. 

Mohammadi, A., Omid, M., 2010. Economical analysis and relation between inputs and yield of 
greenhouse cucumber production in Iran. Appl. Energy. 87, 191-196. 

Moller, K., 2009. Inner farm nutrient flows between arable land and permanent grassland via the stable in 
organic cropping systems. Eur. J. Agron. 31, 204-212. 

Montemurro, F., Ferri, D., Convertini, G., 2004. Mill wastewater and olive pomace compost as 
amendments for rye-grass. Agronomie. 24, 481-486. 

Moreno, M.M., Lacasta, C., Meco, R., Moreno, C., 2011. Rainfed crop energy balance of different 
farming systems and crop rotations in a semi-arid environment: Results of a long-term trial Soil & 
Tillage Research. 114, 18-27.  

Mouron, P., Scholz, R.W., Nemecek, T., Weber, O., 2006. Life cycle management on Swiss fruit farms: 
relating environmental and income indicators for apple-growing. Ecol. Econ. 58 (3), 561-578. 

Mousavi-Avval, S.H., Mohammadi, A., Rafiee, S., Tabatabaeefar, A., 2012. Assessing the technical 
efficiency of energy use in different barberry production systems. J. Clean. Prod. 27, 126-132. 

Mrini, M., Senhaji, F., Pimentel, D., 2002. Energy analysis of sugar beet production under traditional  
and intensive farming systems and impacts on sustainable agriculture in Morocco. J Sustain. Agric.  
20 (4), 5-28. 

Murphy, D.J., Hall, C.A., Dale, M., Cleveland, C., 2011. Order from chaos: a preliminary protocol for 
determining the EROI of fuels. Sustainability. 3 (10), 1888-1907. 

Nemecek, T., Dubois, D., Huguenin-Elie, O., Gaillard, G., 2011. Life cycle assessment of Swiss farming 
systems: I. Integrated and organic farming Agricultural Systems. 104, 217-232.  

Nicoletti, G.M., Notarnicola, B., Tassielli, G., 2001. Comparison of conventional and organic wine.  
In: Geerken, T., et al. (Eds.), Proceedings of the International Conference on LCA in Foods 26-27 
April 2001, Gothenburg, SIK, VITO, pp. 48-52.  

Norberg, J., Cumming, G.S., 2008. Complexity Theory for a Sustainable Future (Columbia Univ. Press).  
O’Brien, K.L., Leichenko, R.M., 2000. Double exposure: assessing the impacts of climate change within 

the context of economic globalization. Glob. Environ. Change. 10, 221-232. 
OECD (Organization For Economic Co-operating and Development Organic Agriculture), 2003. 

Sustainability, markets and policies. New York: CABI. 
Ozkan, B., Akcaoz, H., Fert, C., 2004. Energy inputeoutput analysis in Turkish agriculture. Renew 

energy. 29 (1), 39-51.  
Pacini, C., Wossink, A., Giesen, G., Vazzana, C., Huirne, R., 2003. Evaluation of sustainability of 

organic, integrated and conventional farming system: a farm and field-scale analysis. Agric. Ecosyst. 
Environ. 95, 273-288.  

Pelletier, N., Pirog, R., Rasmussen, R., 2010. Comparative life cycle environmental impacts of three beef 
production strategies in the Upper Midwestern United States. Agricultural Systems. 103 (6), 380-389.  

Pimentel, D., Hurd, L.E., Belloti, A.C., Forster, M.J., Oka, I.N., Sholes, O.O., Whitman, R.J., 1973.  
Food production and the energy crisis. Science. 182, 443-449.  

Pimentel, D., 2009. Reducing energy inputs in the agricultural production system. Mon Rev.  
61 (3), 1-11. 



X.B. Liu & S.Y. Gu / International Journal of Plant Production (2016) 10(1): 85-96 95 

 

Powlson, D.S., Whitmore, A.P., Goulding, K.W.T., 2011. Soil carbon sequestration to mitigate climate 
change: a critical re-examination to identify the true and the false. Eur. J. Soil Sci. 62 (1), 42-55.  

Proietti, S., Sdringola, P., Desideri, U., Zepparelli, F., Brunori, A., Ilarioni, L., 2014. Carbon footprint of 
an olive tree grove. Appl Energy. 127, 115-124. 

Rabotyagov, S.S., King, C.L., Gassman, P.W., Rabalais, N.N., Turner, R.E., 2014. The economics of 
dead zones: causes, impacts, plolicy challenges and model of the gull of Mexico hypoxic zone. Rev. 
Environ. Eco. Policy. 8, 58-79. 

Rathke, G.W., Wienhold, B.J., Wilhelm, W.W., Diepenbrock, W., 2007. Tillage and rotation effect on 
corn–soybean energy balances in eastern Nebraska. Soil Till. Res. 97, 60-70. 

Risoud, B., 2000. Energy efficiency of various French farming systems: questions and sustainability.  
In: Int. Conference ‘Sustainable energy: new challenges for agriculture and implications for land use’, 
Organized by Wageningen University, Netherlands, May 18-20. 

Robaina-Alves, M., Moutinho, V., 2014. Decomposition of energy–related GHG emissions in agriculture 
over 1995-2008 for European countries. Appl. Energy. 114, 949-957.   

Rockström, J., Steffen, J., Noone, K., Persson, A., Stuart Chapin, F.III., Lambin, E.F., Lenton, T.M., 
Scheffer, M., Folke, Schellnhuber, H.J., Nykvist, B., de Wit, C.A., Hughes, T., van der Leeuw, S., 
Rodhe, H., Sörlin, S., Snyder, P.K., Costanza, R., Svedin, U., Falkenmark, M., Karlberg, L., Corell, 
R.W., Fabry, V.J., Hansen, J., Walker, B., Liverman, D., Richardson, K., Crutzen, P., Foley, J.A., 
2009. A safe operating space for humanity. Nature. 461, 472-475. 

Sandhu, H.S., Wratten, S.D., Cullen, R., 2010. Organic agriculture and ecosystem services. Environ. Sci. 
Policy. 13, 1-7. 

Soil Association, 2012. http://soilassociation.org. Accessed May 26, 2012. U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. 
2012 National Population Projections. http://www.census.gov/population. Accessed April 4, 2012.  

Swanton, C.J., Murphy, S.D., Hume, D.J., Clements, D.R., 1996. Recent improvements in the energy 
efficiency of agriculture: case studies form Ontario, Canada. Agric. Syst. 52 (4), 399-418.  

United Nations Department of Economics and Social Affairs Population Division. World Population 
Prospects: The 2012 Revision, volume I: Comprehensive Tables http://esa.un.org/wpp/ 
documentation/publication.htm (United Nations 2013).  

Venkat, K., 2012. Comparison of twelve organic and conventional farming systems: A life cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions perspective. J. Sust. Agric. 36 (6), 620-649.  

Weseen, S., Lindenbach, R., 1998. An energy use efficiency indicator for agriculture, in: R. Lindenbach, 
S. Weseen, S. Diarra, J. Kowalski (Eds.), The Kyoto Protocol: Greenhouse Gas Emissions and the 
Agricultural Sector, vol. 2. CSALE Working Paper Series #1. Centre for Studies in Agriculture, Law 
and the Environment, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask. 39p.  

Williams, A., 2006. Determining the environmental burdens and resource use in the production of 
agricultural and horticultural commodities. Bedford: Cranfield University and DEFRA.  

Williams, A.G., Audsley, E., Sandars, D.L., 2006. Energy and environmental burdens of organic and non-
organic agriculture and horticulture. Aspects of Applied Biology. 79, 19-23.  

Wise, T.A., 2013. Can we feed the world in 2050? A scoping paper to assess the evidence (Working 
Paper no. 13-04). Tufts University, Global Development and Environment Institute.  

York, R., 2010. The paradox at the heart of modernity. Inter. J. Sociol. 40 (2), 6-22.  
York, R., 2012. Do alternative energy sources displace fossil fuels? Nature Climate Change.  

2 (6), 441-443. 
Zafiriou, P., Mamolos, A.P., Menexes, G.C., Siomos, A.S., Tsatsarelis, C.A., Kalburtji, K.L., 2012. 

Analysis of energy flow and greenhouse gas emissions in organic, integrated and conventional 
cultivation of white asparagus by PCA and HCA: cases in Greece. J Clean. Prod. 29, 20-27.  

Zentner, R.P., Lafond, G.P., Derksen, D.A., Nagy, C.N., Wall, D.D., May, W.E., 2004. Effects of tillage 
method and crop rotation on non-renewable energy use efficiency for a thin black chernozem in the 
Canadian prairies. Soil Till. Res. 77, 125-136.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



96 X.B. Liu & S.Y. Gu / International Journal of Plant Production (2016) 10(1): 85-96 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


